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FROM THE CHAPLAINCY 
Dear Woodrose parents 

On September 29, the Church will celebrate the feast of the three archangels 
who are venerated in the tradition of the Church. St. Michael whose name 
means Who is like God? was the archangel who fought against Satan and all 
his evil angels, defending all the friends of God. He is the protector of all 
humanity from the snares of the devil. St. Gabriel whose name means 
Strength of God announced to Zachariah the forthcoming birth of John the 
Baptist, and to Mary, the birth of Jesus. His greeting to the Virgin, "Hail, full of 
grace," is one of the most familiar and frequent prayers of the Christian 
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Archangels are one of 
the nine choirs of 
angels listed in the 
Bible. In ascending 
order, the choirs or 
classes are 1) Angels, 
2) Archangels, 3) 
Principalities, 4) 
Powers, 5) Virtues, 6) 
Dominations, 7) 
Thrones, 8) Cherubim, 
and 9) Seraphim. 
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people. St. Raphael whose name means Medicine of God is the archangel who took care of Tobias 
on his journey.


The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us 
that, "The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal 
beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls "angels" is 
a truth of faith. The witness of Scripture is as clear as 
the unanimity of Tradition.” (Cf. Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, no. 328)


Angels are pure, created spirits. The name angel 
means servant or messenger of God. Angels are 
celestial or heavenly beings, on a higher order than 
human beings. Angels have no bodies and do not 
depend on matter for their existence or activity. They 
are distinct from saints, which men can become. 
Angels have intellect and will, and are immortal. They 
are a vast multitude, but each is an individual 
person.


St. Michael appears in Scripture four times, twice in 
the Book of Daniel, and once each in the Epistle of 
St. Jude and the Book of Revelation. From 
Revelation we learn of the battle in heaven, with St. 
Michael and his angels combatting Lucifer and the 
other fallen angels. We invoke St. Michael to help us in our fight against 
Satan; to rescue souls from Satan, especially at the hour of death; to be the 
champion of the Jews in the Old Testament and now Christians; and to bring 

souls to judgment.


St. Gabriel appears three times in the Bible as a 
messenger. He had been sent to Daniel to 
explain a vision concerning the Messiah. He 
appeared to Zachary when he was offering 
incense in the Temple, to foretell the birth of his 
son, St. John the Baptist. St. Gabriel is most 
known as the angel chosen by God to be the 
messenger of the Annunciation, to announce to 
mankind the mystery of the Incarnation.


The angel's salutation to our Lady, so simple and yet so full of meaning, Hail 
Mary, full of grace, has become the constant and familiar prayer of all 
Christian people.
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St. Michael is also 
known as ‘the prince 
of the heavenly host. 
He is usually pictured 
as strong warrior, 
dressed in armor and 
wearing sandals. 

Patron: Against 
temptations; against 
powers of evil; artists; 
bakers; bankers; 
battle; endangered 
children; dying; 
grocers; holy death; 
mariners; 
mountaineers; 
paramedics; 
paratroopers; police 
officers; radiologists; 
sailors; the sick; 
security forces; 
soldiers. 

“St. Michael, the 
Archangel, defend 
us in battle. Be our 
defense against 
the wickedness 
and snares of the 
devil…” 
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Patron: Ambassadors; broadcasting; childbirth; clergy; 
communications; diplomats; messengers; philatelists; 
postal workers; public relations; radio workers; secular 
clergy; stamp collectors; telecommunications; 


Our knowledge of the St. Raphael comes to us from 
the book of Tobit. His mission as wonderful healer and 
fellow traveller with the youthful Tobias has caused him 
to be invoked for journeys and at critical moments in 
life. Tradition also holds that Raphael is the angel that 
stirred the waters at the healing sheep pool in 
Bethesda. His name means "God has healed".


Patron: Blind; bodily ills; counselors; druggists; eye 
problems; guardian angels; happy meetings; healers; 
health inspectors; health technicians; love; lovers; 
mental illness; nurses; pharmacists; physicians; 

shepherds; against sickness; therapists; travellers; 
young people; young people leaving home for the first time


Things to Do: 
	 •	 It is good to learn more about the angels. Children especially are fascinated by these 
celestial beings. The best place to start is the Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 328-336 to 
see the teachings of the Church on angels. John Paul II also did a Catechesis on the Angels during 
his General Audiences from July 9 to August 20, 1986.


	 •	 Find the passages in the Bible about angels, in particular the passages about 
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.


	 •	 Devotion to angels is good. It gives rise to a certain form of the Christian life which is 
characterized by: devout gratitude to God for having placed these heavenly spirits of great sanctity 
and dignity at the service of man; an attitude of devotion deriving from the knowledge of living 
constantly in the presence of the Holy Angels of God — serenity and confidence in facing difficult 
situations, since the Lord guides and protects the faithful in the way of justice through the ministry 
of His Holy Angels. Among the prayers to the Guardian Angels the Angele Dei is especially popular, 
and is often recited by families at morning and evening prayers, or at the recitation of the Angelus.


	 •	 Popular devotion to the Holy Angels can, however, also give rise to possible 
deviations: when, as sometimes can happen, the faithful are taken by the idea that the world is 
subject to demiurgical struggles, or an incessant battle between good and evil spirits, or angels and 
daemons, in which man is left at the mercy of superior forces and over which he is helpless; such 
ideas have little relation to the true Gospel vision of the struggle to overcome the devil, which 
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requires moral commitment, a fundamental option for the Gospel, 
humility and prayer; when daily events, which have nothing to do with 
our progress in our Christian life, are read childishly, so as to attribute 
all setbacks to the devil and all success to the guardian angels.


	•	 Memorize the prayer to St. Michael the Archangel. St. John 
Paul II encouraged us to recite this prayer daily.


	•	 In honor of St. Gabriel, Learn the Angelus and recite it daily. 
Traditionally, the prayer is prayed at the 6:00 and 12:00 hours (am and 
pm). There is a partial indulgence attached to those who pray this 
prayer.


	•	 Read the Book of Tobit for the story of St. Raphael helping 
Tobit and Tobias.

�4


